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ISSUE:  

The California Transportation Commission is being asked to review and comment at the December
2002 meeting on the following Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR):

Santa Barbara U.S. Highway 101 Operational Improvement Project: KP 17.4/20.6 (PM 10.8/12.8)

Construct operational improvements on U.S. 101 between the Milpas Interchange and the Hot
Springs/Cabrillo Interchange.

PROGRAMMING:

The project is programmed in the 1998 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and the
2000 Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP). The project is fully funded in the
2002 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), entirely with grandfathered Regional
Improvement Program (GFRIP) funds. The total cost of the project is $34,357,000 with
construction scheduled to begin in Fiscal Year 2004/2005.

ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED:

In addition to the No-Build Alternative, there are three build alternatives.  The build alternatives
share several features in common: they would construct new southbound lanes, new southbound
off-ramp and Undercrossing; replace a bridge; improve intersections; and provide a
pedestrian/bicycle facility.  The features listed below for each build alternative are the features that
are unique to that alternative:
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 No-Build.
 Alternative B.  Northbound - construct acceleration lane.  Southbound - close on-ramp.
 Alternative C.  Northbound - construct auxiliary lane.  Southbound – widen one off-ramp,

close another off-ramp, construct acceleration lane.
 Alternative D.  Northbound – close one off-ramp, extend another off-ramp, construct

auxiliary lanes.  Southbound - .relocate on-ramp and off-ramp, replace undercrossing, close
another off-ramp.

POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:

 No potentially significant environmental effects identified.  Under CEQA, all impacts are
less than significant, or less than significant with mitigation.

PROPOSED MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM:

 Incorporate design features and construction techniques to manage soil conditions.
 Employ best available construction techniques to reduce air quality impacts.
 Construct noise barriers.
 Implement Erosion Control Plan and incorporate water quality improvements to drainage

systems.
 Replace removed wetlands.
 Conduct relocations consistent with federal and state relocation laws.
 Replant removed vegetation, plant new landscaping and implement aesthetic treatment to

proposed structures.
 Contain and sample any groundwater encountered before discharge.  Sample excavated

soils to determine proper disposal.
 Provide website to inform the traveling public about project status, detours, and other

project-related information.

Attachments:

1) Executive Summary
2) Map
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